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Wales safeguarding
procedures

Guidance setting out roles and responsibilities for anyone working with
children in Wales.

December2019

Background to the new guidance

The Wales safeguarding proceduresreplace the AllWales child protection procedures 2008.

The Wales safeguarding procedures help practitionersto apply part 7 of the Social Servicesand Well-
Being (Wales) Act 2014 and relevant volumes of the statutory guidance Working together to safeguard
people. Theyupdate, strengthen and clarify the procedures everyone must follow, with the aim of
standardising safeguarding practice across Walesand between agencies.

Thereare hyperlinksto relevantlegislation and guidance throughoutthe proceduresaswell as a glossary
to ensurethatevery practitioneris using the same term in the same way. Pointers for practice in working
with children are also included providing information on howto complete tasks.

The procedureswere developed by talking and listening to partnersand stakeholder groups fromacross
Wales. This processwas led by the Wales Safeguarding Procedures Project Board, who willregularly
updatethe procedures.

The procedures needto be adopted by each ofthe Regional Safeguarding Boardsin Wales — it is
anticipated thatimplementation willbe completed by April 2020.
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Key topics covered by the guidance

Thereare six sectionsrelating to safeguarding procedures for children and young people atrisk of harm
in Wales.

Section 1: Safeguarding principles and effective practice: children

This section covers:

e information on safeguarding practice principles underpinning legislation, guidance and
procedures

e theprinciplesthatlead to an effective safeguarding system

e keydefinitionsrelevantto safeguarding children as outlined in the Social Services and Well-being
Act (Wales) 2014

e anoverview ofthe safeguarding process describing the differentways practitioners can protect
children at risk from harm, abuse and neglectas well as theirresponsibilities to identify, assess
andintervene

e carlyhelpandpreventiontoaddressany emerging concernsaboutabuse, neglectand harm
outlining therolesand responsibilities of the practitioner.

Section 2: The duty to reportachild at risk of abuse, neglectand/ or harm

This section explains what practitioners mustdo if they have concernsabouta child at risk of harm,
abuseand/orneglectincluding:

e whatthe statutorydutyto reportis and whatit meansfor practitioners

e how practitionersshould respondin specific situations, for example when thereare concerns
aboutanunborn child

o theresponsibilities practitioners should bearin mind when reportinga concern.

Section 3 (part 1): Responding to a report of achild at risk of harm, abuse and/or neglect

This section covers proceduresrelating to practitionerroles and responsibilities following receipt ofa
reportby social services abouta child at risk of harm,abuse or neglectincluding:

e whatis meantby significantharm

e whatto dofollowingareport

e whotoinvolveandhowto keep theminformed
e howtoprogressconcerns.
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Section 3 (part 2): Decision making and initial child protection conferences

This section outlines the decision-making process for concluding s47 enquiries.

e whatthe statutorydutyto reportis and whatit meansfor practitioners

e how practitionersshould respondin specific situations, for example when there are concerns
aboutanunborn child

e theresponsibilities practitioners should bearin mind when completing a duty to report

e whotoinvolvein the initial conferenceandhow to prepareforit.

e the decision-making processand tasksinvolvedinan initial conference

e proceduresrequiredtoadda childto the Child Protection Registerand develop a care and
supportprotectionplan

e actionsto be takenafterthe conference.

Section 4: Planning and intervention for children on the child protectionregister

This sectionincludesthe proceduresrelating to planning fora child on the register. It covers:

e aimsandcontentsof careandsupportprotectionplans
e engagingtheparents/carersintheplan

e child participation

e moves bychildrenonthe child protectionregister

e missing children onthechild protectionregister.

Section 5: Safeguarding allegations/ concerns about practitioners and those in positions of trust

This section sets outarrangementsforresponding to safeguarding concernsaboutthose whose work,
eitherin a paid orvoluntary capacity, which bringstheminto contactwith children oradults atrisk. It also
includesindividualswho have caring responsibilities for children oradultsin need of careand support
andthosewhose employmentorvoluntarywork bringstheminto contactwith children oradults at risk.
The procedurescover:

e whentouse these proceduresand overarching principles

e the professionalstrategy meeting

e crossboundaryissues

e confidentialityandrecord of the professional strategy meeting.
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Section 6. All Wales Practice Guides
The proceduresinclude 10 practice guides on specificissues for practitionersworking with children and
young people.

e Safeguarding children from Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)

e Safeguarding childrenfromabuserelated to culturaland religious beliefs

e Safeguarding children who may be trafficked

e Safeguardingchildren affected by domesticabuse

e Safeguarding children fromneglect

e Safeguardingchildren fromonlineabuse

e Safeguarding children wherethere are concernsaboutharmful sexual behaviour
e Safeguarding childrenwho are home educated

e Safeguarding children who go missing fromhome or care

e Safeguarding children from child sexual exploitation (CSE).

Read the Wales Safeguarding Procedures

Wales Safeguarding Procedures Project Board (2019) Wales Safeguarding Procedures. [Cardiff]: Wales
Safeguarding Procedures Project Board
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More ways to help you protect children

Take ouronline course Child protection: anintroduction
9 Sign up for ourweekly currentawareness email newsletter nspcc.org.uk/caspar

Visit nspcc.org.uk/schools for moreinformation and resources for schools
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http://www.safeguarding.wales/
http://www.safeguarding.wales/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/part/7
https://socialcare.wales/hub/statutory-guidance
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/training/introductory/child-protection-an-introduction-online-course/?utm_source=our_elearning_courses&utm_medium=nspcc_learning&utm_campaign=nspcc_training
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